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venture to the village, whence he soon returned with a donkey-
load of cups. Trivial circumstances these : I lecount them
merely by way of counterpoise to the many stilted and padded
descriptions of Eastern life, and of Arab in particular. Mean-
while the 'Asr came on ; by common consent prayers were
supposed to have been said, and we remounted our side-saddles
and galloped homewards; some of our companions got thrown
on the way, others stopped to pick them up ; at last we all
arrived safe at Hofhoof, rather late and tired, but in high spirits,
and well contented with our excursion.

I have described with tolerable minuteness two of the Hasa
hot fountains ; there are three hundred such, according to
Aboo-'Eysa's version, in the province. I would not warrant the
numerical precision of this statement; but I can vouch for the
great frequency of these sources, having met with more than a
dozen within a very limited space; one in particular, at about
three miles' ride eastward of Hofhoof, proved even more abun-
dant in its supply than Omm-Sabaa' herself, though of a more
supportable temperature. The heat, varying in degree, but
never absent, is doubtless owing to subterranean causes; but
the water must be derived from the uplands of the interior, and
from Toweyk in particular. The pools and torrents which
form during the winter on its plateaus or furrow its valleys are
soon reabsorbed in the marly or sandy soil, and seem lost for
ever to their duty of fertilization and life. But it is not really
so; they have only dived a space to reappear once more on
the surface, and to compensate on the coast for what they
have left undone in the inlands. Few travellers in the interior
of Syria, especially towards the east and south, where, as I said
on a former occasion, the territorial features of Arabia begin to
show themselves, but must have been struck by the rapidity
with which its torrents, streams, nay rivers, hide themselves
underground in the fissured soil of the waste. But, it may be
asked, why do not the waters of Toweyk burst out at once near
the mountain's foot, instead of pursuing a subterraneous course
of full sixty or eighty miles to emerge in Ha?a ? To this
question I may suggest a conjectural yet a not unfounded
answer. The moisture percolating through the limestone strata
of Toweyk, follows them, I should suppose, to a considerable